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{Ireland.) 
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B I I. L 

For the better Regulation of Polls, and for making other 
Provisions touching the Election of Members to serve in 
Parliament for Places in Ireland. 



j^Tote . — The Figures in the Margin denote the Humber of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



3 ^ dS lii 05 2 & the Haws for regulating the Election of Mem- PreimWe. 

bers to serve in Parliament for Places in Ireland, have 
been found inefficient : And as it is expedient to assimilate as far as 
is practicable the Laws for regulating Elections in Ireland to those 
of England ; 

315t it CEnatteh by The KING’S Most Excellent Majzstv, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, THAT from and after From July tst, 

z every Poll which shall be demanded at any 

Election for a Member or Members to serve in Parliament for any commence at 
County, City, Borough or other Place in Ireland, shall commence on pay after it is 
the day upon which the same shall be demanded, or upon the next 
day at farthest (unless it shall happen to be a Sunday, Christmas Day Sunday, &c. 
or Good Friday, and then on the day next after) and shall be duly continue 
and regularly proceeded in from day to day (Sundays, Christmas 
Day and Good Friday always excepted) until the same be finished ; except as 
but so as that no Poll at any Election, held by virtue of a Writ, shall 
continue longer than the Fortieth day at furthest after the Test 
thereof, and if by virtue of such Writ the Election shall be held by 
Precept, no Poll at such Election shall continue longer than the 
3 Thirtieth day at furthest after the date thereof; and if such Polls 
shall continue respectively until such Fortieth or Thirtieth day, then 
the same shall be finally closed at or before the hour of Three in the 
Afternoon of the same day ; and the Returning Officer or Officers at 
every such Election shall immediately, or on the day next after the cioseof the 

* /• 1 PoU.orllie 

3M- A final payaft«. 



I 
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final close of the Poll, truly fairly and publicly declare the Name 
or Names of the Person or Persons who have the Majority of Votes 
on such Poll, and shall forthwith make a Return of such Person 
or Persons. 



Provided always, and be it hereby Enacted, That In case it shaU 
be certified by Three credible Persons on Oath to such Returnino- 
Officer or Officers, on such Fortieth or on such Thirtieth day, that 4 
Electors still remain unpolled, who have used due diligence and 
exertion to poll during the former part of such Elections, and who 
remain unpolled only on account of want of time or opportunity to 
poU, in such case it shall and may be lawful for such Returning 
Officer or Officers, and he or they is and are hereby required to 
make a Special Return of the Facts, as the case may be, statino the 
number of Electors polled, distinguishing for what Candidates,” and 
annexing thereto the Affidavit or certified Copy of such Affidavit 
of such Three Persons ; and to proceed in taking the Poll with due 
diligence, until all the Electors who shall there present themselves 
shall be polled. 

. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the Returning Officer or Officers, and he or s 
they are hereby required on any day after the Fourth day of Polling 
to close finally any Booth, in which no more than * 

Electors have polled during that day. 



AND whereas it is expedient to afford full time before the Return 
of the Writ, for the polling of Freeholders at the Election of a Knight 
or Knights to serve in Parliament for any County in Ireland-, BE it 
Enacted, That immediately after the Receipt of the Writ for makin- 
any such Election, and indorsing on the back thereof the day of 
receiving the same, it shall and may be lawful for the Sheriff of such 
County, and he is hereby required within Two days after the receipt 
thereof, to cause Proclamation to be made at the place where the 
ensuing Election ought by Law to be holden j and to cause to be 
affixed on the Door of the County Court House, public Notice thereof 
signed by himself, of a Special County Court to be there holden, for” 
the purpose of such Election only, on any day, Sunday excepted, not 
later front the day of making such Proclamation and affixing such 
Notice, than the Sixteenth day, nor sooner than the Tenth day. 



n. w'wreas by an Act of the Parliament of Ireland, passed in 
the linrty-fifth year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled. 
An Act for the regulating the Election of Members to serve in Par- 
“ hament, and for repealing the several Acts therein mentioned ” it 
was, among other things, enacted, that the Sheriff should cause to 
be erected on some convenient place in or near the Sessions House 
or Place where he shall hold such Election, though such place should 
happen to be m the County of a Town or City, so many Booths, or 
hire so many Buildings, as, together with the County Court House, 



should 
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should make up so many separate places for taking the Poll as there 
are Baronies or Half Baronies in the County : And whereas from 
the number of registered Voters in some Baronies or Half Baronies, it 
may be impracticable to poll the whole number before the return of 
the Writ j BE it Enacted, That whenever in any one Barony or Half whenever 
Barony of any County in Ireland, the number of Freeholders reels- Fif- 

tered within Eight years previous to the Test of the Writ for holding Freeholder be 
8 such Election, and exceeding Twelve calendar months previous to om 

the Test of such Writ, shall exceed Fifteen hundred, it shall and may ^ 

be lawful for the Sheriff, and he is hereby required, on receiving writ- that no 
ten Notice thereof from any Candidate, to divide alphabetically, as 
equally as can be (but so as not in any case to divide the names be- 
ginning with the same letter,) all the Names of the Freeholders so 
registered in such Barony or Half Barony, so that it shall not be ne- 
cessary for more than Fifteen hundred to poll in any Booth, and to 
erect as many more Booths, or hire as many more Buildings, as may 
be necessary for this purpose, and to appoint as many additional 
Deputies or other Officers as shall be necessary to take the Poll at 
such additional Booths or Buildings ; and the expense of every such 
9 additional Booth or Building, and the Wages of every such additional 
Deputy or Officer, at the same rate as other Booths or Buildings, 
and as other Deputies or Officers, shall be paid to the Sheriff by 
all Candidates jointly on demand. 






AND whereas it is expedient that any reference made to the Sheriff, E«ry sheria 
on any points which may appear doubtful to any one of his Deputie.s, ® 

should not interrupt the Poll ; BE it further Enacted, fay the Autho- 
rity aforesaid. That it shall and may be lawful for the Sheriff of any BtwAlrwhere 
County in Ireland, and he is hereby required to erect as manv 

T* 1 • T» •! 1- . stintljr attend 

Booths, or hire as many Buildings, as may be necessary for the pur- during the 
poses of carrying on the Election ; exclusive of a Booth or Booths, or the Poii!'”^* 
Building or Buildings, for himself or his Assessor or Assessors, where 
he or any of them may be ready to decide any doubtful point which 
10 may be referred to him, by any of his Deputies in the Polling Booths; 
and he and his Assessor or Assessors are hereby required to give their 
constant attendance therein, during the entire number of hours that 
the Polling shall continue each day. 

AND whereas by an Act passed in the fifty-first year of His present 
Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to amend the Laws for regulating the 
“ Election in Ireland of Members to serve in Parliament," it is 
(among oilier things) enacted, that when a Poll shall be demanded 
at any Election of a Member or Members to serve in Parliament for 
any County, City, Town, or Borough, in Ireland, the Returning 
Officer or Officers at any such Election, after such Poll shall be 
demanded, shah, at the instance and request of any Candidate or 
Candidates at such Election, under his or their hand or hands, imme- 
diately after such request, and before he or they shall proceed further 
in taking the Poll, retain nominate and appoint Two or more 
Justices of the Peace (as the case may require) to administer the 

3^4- Oaths 
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Oaths and Declarations required in and by an Act passed in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth years of His present Majesty’s reign, 
intituled, “An Act to enable His Majesty’s Subjects, of whatever 
“ persuasion, to testify their Allegiance to Him " and also another 
Act, passed in the thirty-third year of His present Majesty’s reign, 
intitviled, “ An Act for the Relief of His Majesty’s Popish or Roman 
“ Catholic Subjects in Ireland:" And whereas there are other 
Oaths, besides those enumerated in said Act, which Voters at 
Elections of Members to serve in Parliament may be by Law required 12 
to take, the present mode of administering whereof is attended with 
delay and inconvenience, and the delay and inconvenience intended 
by the said Act to have been remedied are thereby only in part 
remedied ; BE it therefore Enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this Act, when a Poll shall be demanded at any Election of a 
Member or Members to serve in Parliament for any County, Citv, 
Town, or Borough in Ireland, the Returning Officer or Officers at 
every such Election, after such Poll shall be demanded, shall, at the 
instance and request in writing of any Candidate or Candidates at 
such Election, under his or their hand or hands, immediately after such 
request, and before he or they shall proceed further in taking the Poll, 
retain nominate and appoint Two or more Conmiissiouers {as the case 
may require) severally and at different places, separate and apart 
from the place where the Poll shall be taken, to ^minister all the 
Oaths and the Declarations and Affirmations now required by Law 
to be taken and made by Voters at Elections of Members to serve in 
Parliament; and the Clerk of the Peace or a Deputy whom he is 
hereby required to appoint in writing under his hand for that purpose, 
shall attend each of such Persons during the Administration of such 
Oaths Affirmations or Declarations, and shall give without Fee or 
Reward to every Person who shall take such Oaths, or subscribe and 
make such Declarations or Affirmations respectively, a Certificate 14 
thereof in manner hereinafter mentioned ; and the Commissioners to 
be appointed as aforesaid, or in manner hereinafter mentioned, shall 
respectively have full power, and each of them is hereby authorized 
and required to administer all and every such several and respective 
Oaths Affirmations and Declarations to every such Elector who shall 
desire or be required to take the same Oaths or make the same De- 
clarations or Affirmations or any of them, previous to his voting at 
any such Election : Provided always, That nothing herein enacted 
shall extend to authorize such Commissionei*s so appointed to admi- 
nister the Oath or Affirmation, commonly called “ The Bribery Oath 
“ or Affirmation,” as set forth in an Act of the Irish Parliament of the 
thirty-filth year of Ilis present Majesty’s reign, intituled, « An Act 1 5 
“ for regulating the Election of Members to serve in Parliament, and 
“ for repealing the several Acts therein mentioned And it is hereby 
Enacted, That the said Oath or Affirmation shall be taken or made at 
the place of taking the Poll, at the desire of any Candidate or Elector, 
by every Person offering to vote at any Election, as before the passing 
of this Act. 



And 
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And be it fimher Enacted, That every such Commissioner, so 
appointed as aforesaid, shall immediately after such Appointment, 
and before he shall take upon him to act under such Appointment, 
take the following Oath (that is to say j) 

I, A. B. do swear, That I will faithfully and impartially 
" administer the Oaths, and take the Declarations and 
“ Affirmations now required by Law to be taken or made 
“ by Voters at Elections for Members to serve in Parliament 
“ (except the Bribery Oath or Affirmation) to and from 
“ such Persons as shall lawfully apply to me in that behalf, 
“ in order to qualify themselves to vote at this Election.” 

Which Oath, to be taken by the several Persons respectively so to be 
appointed, the Returning Officer or Officers, or any of them, is and 
are hereby authorized and required to administer: And every Clerk 
of the Peace or his Deputy, so appointed for the purposes aforesaid, 
shall, at the same time, take the following Oath (that is to say j) 

'' 1, A. B. do swear. That I will, on being thereunto requested, 

, j fairly and truly give, without Fee or Reward, to every such 

“ Person, or any of them, who shall take such Oaths or make 
“ such Declarations or Affirmations respectively, or any of 
them, as are now required by Law to be taken or made 
“ by Voters at Elections for Members to serve in Parliament, 
" before the Commissioners appointed by the Returning 
“ Officer, a Certificate thereof 5 and that I will not give such 
“ Certificate to any Person before he shall have taken such 
Oath or Oaths, or make such Declaration or Declarations, 
“ Affirmation or Affirmations respectively, as shall be men- 
" tioned in such Certificate, before me and in my presence.” 

1 4 Which Oath to be taken by the several Persons respectively so to be 

appointed, the Returning Officer or Officers, or any of them, is and 
are hereby authorized and required to administer. 

18 And be it further -Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid, That after 
the Persons so appointed shall have taken such Oath so required to 
be taken by them respectively as aforesaid, any Person or Persons 
claiming to vote at any such Election as aforesaid, may, at any time 
before he or they shall give his or their Vote or Votes at such 
Election, apply to any one of the Persons so appointed and sworn as 
aforesaid, to take the Oaths and make the Declarations and Affirma- 
tions, or any of them ; and the Person to whom such application shall 
.) ma.de shall accordingly administer the same to such Person or 

Persons so claiming a right to vote ; and the said Clerk of the Peace, 
or his Deputy, so sworn and appointed, shall immediately upon 
such Oaths being taken, or Declarations and Affirmations being 
subscribed or made, sign and deliver a Certificate thereof to such 
Person who shall have taken such Oaths, or made or subscribed such 
Affirmations or Declarations respectively; which Certificate shall 
3*4* B contain 
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contain the Name, Addition, and Place of Abode, of the Person to 
whom the same shall be so given 5 and in case of Persons taking the 
said Oath, shall be in the terms following (that is to say j) 

A. B. [naming the Person taking the Oath or Affirmation^ of 
“ [naming the Place of suck Person's Abode, and his Addition 
“ or Occupation^ has taken the Oath [or. Oaths, Affirmation 
“ or Affirmations,] of [naming the said Oath or Oaths, 

“ Affirmation or Affirmations so administered] before me this 20 
“ day of 

Production of And every such Person to whom such Certificate shall be so given, 
entitle to Tote. and having aright to vote at such Election, shall, on producing sudi 
Certificate to the returning Officer or Officers, or other Person or 
Persons lawfully taking the Poll at such Election, be permitted to 
poll, and his Vote shall be taken and received in like manner as if 
such respective Oaths Declarations or Affirmations, mentioned and 
expressed in such respective Certificates, had been administered by, 
and made subscribed or taken before the Returning Officer or Officers 
at such Elections. 

Person* offer- And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid. That when 
without pro- Person or Persons offering to vote at any such Election, without 21 

ducing^CertU producing such Certificate as aforesaid, shall be lawfully required to 
draw and take take the Said Oaths, or make the said Declarations or Affirmations, 
the Oaths. or any of then), then such Oaths Declarations or Affirmations, or 
any of them, shall not be administered by the Returning Officer or 
Officers, or other Person or Persons taking the Poll, or at the place 
of taking the said Poll; but the Elector or Electors so required to 
take such Oatlis, or make such Declarations or Affirmations, shall 
immediately withdraw, and shall take the said Oaths, or subscribe 
and make the said Declarations or Affirmations respectively, before 
one of the Commissioners appointed and sworn as aforesaid in.maouer 
hereinbefore mentioned. 



Form of Cer- 
tificates of 
taking Oaths 
and Afficma- 



ifthennmber And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid. That if at 
^otwrs"» ap- ®oy time during the Poll at any such Election, it shall be found that 22 
Number of Persons so appointed as aforesaid, is insufficient for 
more may be’ the purposes aforesaid, and that the Poll is delayed for want of a 
appointed. sufficient Number of Persons to administer such Oatlis Declarations 
and Affirmations as aforesaid, then and in every such case, the 
Returning Officer or Officers at such Election may, and he or they 
is and are hereby empowered and required, at the instance and 
request in "writing of any Candidate then present, to retain nominate 
and appoint such further number of Persons, for the purpose pf 
administering the said Oaths Declarations and Affirmations as afore- 
said, and of granting such Certificates as aforesaid, as shall be 
necessary to prevent such delay ; and the Persons so nominated and 
appoint^ shall take the like Oatb, which shall be administered to 23 

them 
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^3 



And be it further Enacted, That the Returning Officer or Officers 
at every such Election, shall and is and are hereby required to appoint 
find and provide a proper place for every such Person §q appointed 
as aforesaid, to execute the duty hereby imposed upon such Person, 
to which place the respective Electors may have free access, without 
interrupting the Poll, and so as to enable the Persons so appointed to 
act separately without interferipg with e^cb other in the execvt.ion 
of their Office j and that each of the said places so appointed shall be 

2 i 4 open and attended by tlxe Person or Persons appointed to apt there 
during all such times as the Poll at any such Election shall be kpp^ 
open, and shall continue at least Eight hours in every day, betwpgn 
the hours of Eight in the Morning and Eight in the Evening, until 
the final close of the Poll; and that the said Oaths and the .said 
Declarations or Affirmations shall respectively be administered to a^ 
many of the Electors, being ready and desiring to take or make the 
same respectively, as can conveniently take or make the same together, 
not exceeding the number of Twelve at one time; and suqh 
Returning Officer or Officers shall also find provide and deliver *9 
each Person who shall be appointed by him or them in manner afore- 

25 said, a sufficient number of printed Certificates, agreeable to the Fo^m 
hereinbefore directed, to be filled up, as occasion may require, and 
signed by the Clerk of the Peace or his deputy, appointed pr swom 
as aforesaid, attending on such Person as aforesaid, and delivered to 
each Elector so taking the said Oaths, or declaring or affirpiing as 
aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid, That in 
case the Candidates or any of them shall, Three days at least be- 
fore any such Election, give or cause to .be given Notice in yriting to 
the Returning Officer or Officers, to provide proper Places for adminis- 
tering said Oaths Declarations and Affirmations to the Electors, 
then and in every such case. Booths or such other proper Places shall 

26 be prepared and provided, so as to be ready before and against tlie 
dev of Election ; the Expense of which Booths or Places, ajwi the 
said printed Forms, and also the Allowance and Compensation (if any) 
to be made to the several Commissioners administering- such Oaths 
Declarations and Affirmations as aforesaid, for their trouble and 
attendance, not exceeding One Guinea a day, to every of them ; and 
also the Allowance and Compensation to be made- to the Clerk of the 
Peace or his Deputies, appointed as aforesaid, for their trouble and 
atterrdance, not exceeding'Half a Guinea aday, to every of them, for 
each day of attendance, shall be defrayed and repaid by the Candi- 
dates at such Election, in equal proportions, to the Returning Officer 
or Officers who shall have incurred such Expense. 

' And be it further Enacted, That the Clerk of the Peace shall and is 
hereby required to attend, or cause his Deputy to attend, during the 
314. whole 
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whole of every Election of Members to serve in Parliament, the Re- 
turning Officer or Officers in his or their Booth Court or Building, 
where he or they shall preside at such Election ; and the Cleric of the’ 
Peace or his Deputy shall bring with him all the original Affidavits of 
the Registry of Freeholds, and shall, on demand of the Returning 
Officer or Officers, or his or their Assessor, produce such Affidavit as 
may be required by him or them. 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid, That it 
shall be lawful for the Returning Officer or Officers, and he or they 
is and are hereby required, on the demand or request in writing of 
any Candidate or Candidates, immediately after such request, to re- 28 
tain nominate and appoint as many Persons, well versed in the Irish 
and English Languages, to act as Interpreters, as there shall be 
places of Polling, or places of taking the Oaths Declarations and 
Affirmations as aforesaid, so that one such Interpreter shall attend 
each of such places to translate faithfully such Oaths Declarations 
and Affirmations, and such Questions and Answers as are herein- 
before or hereinafter required to be taken, made, asked or given, at 
the place of Polling, and also before the Commissioners appointed to 
administer Oaths Declarations and Affirmations as aforesaid: And 
every such Person so appointed as aforesaid, shall, immediately after 
such appointment, and before he shall take upon him to act under 
such appointment, take the following Oath, which the Returning 
Officer or Officers are hereby required to administer : 29 

“ I, A. B. do swear, That I will faithfully interpret such Oaths, 

“ Declarations, Affirmations, Questions and Answers, as I 
“ shall be directed to interpret by the Returning Officer or 
* Officers, his or their Deputies, and the Commissioners 
“ appointed to administer Oaths Declarations and Affirraa- 
tions at this Election,” 

And the Allowance and Compensation to be made to the several 
Persons appointed as aforesaid, for their trouble and attendance, not 
exceeding Haifa Guinea a day, to every of them, for each day of 
attendance, shall be defrayed and repaid by the Candidates at such 
Election, in equal proportions, to the Returning Officer or Officers, 
who shall have incurred such Expense. 

And be it furtlier Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid, That at all 30 
Elections at which any Person shall tender his Vote as having a 
Freehold, the Returning Officer or Officers, or his or their Deputy, 
shall personally examine such Person on his Oath or Affirmation, as 
to his Name and Residence, as to the Value, Tenure, Situation, and 
Place and Date of Registry of his Freehold ; but it shall not be lawful 
for any other Person besides the Deputy, whether Barrister, Attorney, 
Agent, Candidate, Elector or other Person, to plead or speak to or 
examine any Person tendering his Vote, on any pretence whatever, 
during the continuance of the Poll. 

AND 
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AND whereas Doubts have arisen as to the power of rejection and Deputy not to 

31 examination of Persons tendering their Votes by the Deputies of IntTri^tw 
Returning Officers ; BE it Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid. That vote, hw w 
it shall not be lawful for any Deputy to examine any Person tendering tumingOffieer. 
his Vote, except as hereinbefore enacted; and that if any objection 

shall arise as to the right of such Person to vote, such objection (unless 
evidently frivolous and vexatious) shall be forthwith referred to the 
Returning Officer or Officers ; but it shall not be lawful for any Deputy 
to investigate such Person’s right to vote, nor to reject such Person’s 
Vote, without reference to the Returning Officer or Officers, except 
in case of evident personation. 

32 AND whereas great Delay has taken place from unnecessary WhenCerti- 
searches for original Affidavits of Registry at various Elections, not- 
withstanding the Freeholders tendering their Votes had produced and 
legal Certificates of their having registered their Freeholds ; BE it woui^to"the 
therefore Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid. That after the passing 

of this Act, in every case in which a Person offering to poll shall g‘S‘ry* 
produce a legal Certificate, without erasure or interlineation, of his 
having regularly registered his Freehold, such Certificate shall be 
deemed conclusive Evidence of his having regularly registered such 
Freehold ; but if any variance between such Certificate and the Book 
of Registry shall appear to the Deputy, or if no such Certificate shall 
be produced by such Person, it shall and may be lawful for such 
Deputy and he is hereby required to refer such Person, if objected 

33 to, to the Returning Officer or Officers, or his or their Assessor or 
Assessors, who, or one of whom, are hereby exclusively authorized to 
examine such Person’s original Affidavit of Registry. 

AND whereas by an Act of the Irish Parliament, passed in the 
Thirty-seventh year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An may omit pa- 
“ Act for the further Regulation of the Election of Members to serve 
** iu Parliament,” it is enacted, that any Person seised of a Freehold, 
not consisting of a Rent-charge, shall desire to register it, as being of 
the value of Fifty Pounds or Twenty Pounds, he shall, in the Oath 
therein provided, name the Parish or Parishes in which such Freehold 
may be situated : And whereas it is expedient that the name of the 

34 Parish or Parishes should in the said Oath be omitted ; BE it Enacted, 

That it shall be lawful for any Person seised of a Freehold, not consist- 
ing of a Rent-charge, who shall desire to register it as being of the 
yearly value of Fifty Pounds or Twenty Pounds, to omit in said Oath 
the name of the Parish or Parislies in which said Freehold may be 
situated. 



And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid. That every Person* eon. 
Person who shall be by due course of Law convicted of having polled 
a second time at the same Election, or of having personated any 
other Person for the purpose of polling at such Election, shall be traosported for 
adjudged guilty of Felony, and be transported for Seven years to 
some part of His Majesty’s Dominions out of Europe, or be imprisoned 
314- C for 
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for a„y term not more than Seven years, at the discretion of the „ 
Judge or J udges who shall try such Person. 

the^^v” T'“T “ Persons having Freeholds nnder 

Quit Hem r Crown or 

sucrF^ n n n? reside thereon, nor occupy 

such Freeholds by hllmg or grazing, to the anaount of Forty Shillings 

fawt! If; ‘‘ T‘- it shall and mf T 

lawful for Persons having Freeholds under Twenty Pounds yearly 

““ ■i^'WeLyto Crow.:t 

. ’ . ^ register the same in like manner as is provided for 

f AcT ofTe^xf f of Twenty Pounds, in 

M Act of the Thirly-sevenlh year of His present Majesty, herein- 

ore m part recited ; And be it further Enacted, That such Person q6 
0 reg'^oring his Freehold, shall insert in the Oath of Reo-istry ^ 
m f ’llT-” ™ds Twenty PounS 

“ said^Freeh' Id’ d™"^ "'ot* : “ and that the 

“ OOP r°“ “ P“‘-oh-SO, and that it is 

liable to no Rent, except Crown or Quit Rent." 

s.n,.Di?m- fo'fi’or Enacted. That every Person who shall offer to 

Poundf aid 'hold- “I™'''"’''* “’0 ''alue of Twenty 

before L“e aSeVr T’uf'“‘‘’"'^‘“ 

rmhoU..f ° ^ Po Po admitted to poll, shall make the same Declarations and 
the same Oaths, as are now provided for Persons half Ce^ 
holds of the value of Twenty Pounds: Provided always, i slf 
erson sludi ,n such Oaths, make the same Alterations Ld Additions 
as are herein set forth in the Oath of Registry for such Pefns " 



Poll Clerk to 
lake the fol- 
lowing 



prelft Aci‘ If" P-i-S of «he 

I'^iatLrfuyff^^^ -e 

every Person whom the Returning Officer of Officer Jhalll f f 

of each Voter, the Value, Tenure. Situation, and pC 
and Date of Registry of his Freehold, and whether sworn 

whltThl pllf ^ ■>». 38 

Which Oath of every such Poll Clerk the said Returning Officer or 
Officers IS or are hereby authorized and required to adminiL, 

turning 

S;, wX if "ocessary to guard against the improper conduct 

of Returning Ofiieers at Elections for Members to serve in Parliament! 

BE 



Returning 
Officer 
pan 

impiiityiiuu 

Three Year*. 
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BE it Enacted, That every Returning Officer, who shall be by due 
course of Law convicted of having acted corruptly or partially in the 
execution of his duty of Returning Officer at any Election for Members 
to serve in Parliament, shall be adj udged guilty of a high Misdemeanor, 
and be imprisoned for ; and such Person, so convicted, is 

hereby declared to be for ever incapable of holding any Office or 
Situation, civil or military, under the Crown. 

3Q And be it further Enacted, That any Deputy Sheriff, Commissioner pepu^ Sheriff 
for administering Oaths and Affirmations as aioresaid, roll Clerk, himseit lo for- 
Clerk cff the Peace, or Deputy Clerk of the Peace, appointed as afore- 
said, or Interpreter, absenting himself, shall forfeit all Compensation be appointed, 
for Attendance during such Election j and the Returning Officer or 
Officers is and are hereby authorized and required, in case of the 
absence of any such Person or Persons, immediately to appoint, as 
before herein directed, a Person or Persons to fill his or their [Place or 
Places. 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforesaid, Tliat any 
Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, Sheriff or Deputy rc^n^ or 
Sheriff, Clerk of the Peace or Deputy Clerk of the Peace, or other 

40 Officer hereinbefore mentioned, who shall refuse or peglect to perfprm 

his Duty according to the provisions of this Act, shall forfeit ueHeCost8.f« 

with Treble Costs, for each and every such instance of refusal ^'refilsaUr * 
or neglect, to any Person suing for the same at any Sessions of the 
Peace within Twelve calendar Months after such instance of neglect 
or refusal. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any Candidates 
Candidate to employ Counsel, who may attend the Booth Court or Counsefin 
Building, in which the Returning Officer or Officers or his or tfieir og"™"® 
Assessors may preside. Cowu 

AND whereas Doubts have arisen as to the meaning of the Words Annual Rent 
“ Annual Rent” in the Oaths of Freeholders under Twenty Pounds, stm^'^tbe 
as set forth in an Act passed in the forty.-fifth year of His present 

41 Majesty, intituled, "An Act for amending an Act passed in the acceabie Rent. 
“ Thirty-fifth year of His present Majesty, for regulating the Election 

" of Members to serve in Parliament, so far as relates to Freeholds 
" under the yearly value of Twenty Pounds; and, for making further 

and other Regulations relating thereto;” BE it Enacted, That such 
Words shall be considered always to imply the whole Rent to which 
such Person shall be liable for his Freehold, and not the Acreable 
Rent. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Sheriff of any County in Deputy She- 
Ireland, shall appoint, after the passing of the present Act, any Per- 
son to act as his Deputy, unless such Person shall be a Freeholder 
of such County, having a Freehold of the yearly value of Fifty 
Pounds at least above all charges ; and such Sheriff is hereby required 

42 to demand, upon Oath of such Person offering to be sworn as Deputy, 
whether such Person has a Freehold of that Value. 

314. D And 
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5™“, °L«, ^”'1 1'® “ further Eimcted, That in case of the death or seem. 

o e M Wndl “r'^h” '"'^PO- »ufore the commenLient 

One te ’ , required, under the Penalty of forfeitinu 

the Poll, and to act m every respect for all the purposes of the 
S “’diLcVd h' T “r netummg Officer, Ld lake tL 

ment of he P fl T ^ R‘'‘“™u>8 Officer at the comnience- 
ment of the Poll, which any Two Justices of the Peace are herebv 
authorized to administer, and proceed in the Poll, and to act in every aa 
respect as Returning Officer for all the purposes of such Elecln a^ 
he had been originally Returning Officer, and shall make a Special 
Return of the Facts, as the case may be ; unless his authority shall be 
previously superseded by the recovery of the Returning Officer or 
the legal appointment of a new one. as the case may be. 



Returning 

Officer 



\ ‘‘ Election for any County 



BaiiiS,&c. to nffl *" Jreland, it shall be lawful for any Returninfr 

;r of“ ” ‘P Constables Bailiffs or othe pTc! 

Offjeers, to attend and keep the Peace at sncl. Election anTthal aiw 
such (^^onstab e Bailiff or Peace Officer, neglecting to'artenfdm ^ 

.1 c— £ 

=i~ s*' 

“n, shall be adjudged guilty of a Misdemeanor, and be^imnrisoned 

for any time not more than Twelve calendar Months. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Returning Officer or Office™ 
or his or their Deputy or Deputies, at any Election shall I, 

shall not in an, ease e.yceed Twenty-four hours'! « 



Bailiffs c 
victed of a 
bread) of the 



Returning 
Officer may 
commit all 
Person.s for 
Twenty- four 
hours who 
ahall be found 
rioting. 



All former 
Acts re-enact- 
exceot 



fot1h1regni::i:::frES^^^^ 

l».ia dmel. ^^embcrs to serve J„ Parliament 

and re-enacted, except as the same are herein ’amended or altered™ 
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